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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM All b)n Some * c)\J None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-3 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim1-5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yokota 
et al (Patent No US 6,282,330) and Miyazaki (Patent No US 67,239,348). 

Regarding claim 1 ,2,3 Yokota et al (hereinafter Yokota) teaches data editing 
apparatus comprising: image selection means for sequencing a plurality of image data 
by causing a plurality of image data displayed in an arbitrary order in a first view 
window to be displayed in a desired sequence in a second view window to be 
sequentially selected and displayed, the first view window and the second view window 
being displayed in an album creation window (see figurelO and column12 line 44-65) 
but does not teach recording means for converting supplied audio signals into audio 
data as digital signals to record the resultant audio data; indication means for indicating 
a corresponding playback position in the audio data for each selected image data; and 
data link means for linking each selected image data with the audio data at the 
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corresponding indicated playback position , in the desired sequence. However Miyazaki 
teaches recording means for converting supplied audio signals into audio data as digital 
signals to record the resultant audio data (see figure2 element 22); indication means for 
indicating a corresponding playback position in the audio data for each selected image 
data (see figure 8-9; figure16-18 and columnIS lin51-67); and data link means for 
linking each selected image data with the audio data at the corresponding indicated 
playback position, in the desired sequence see figure 8-9; figure16-18 and column13 
rm51-column14 line1-2). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate the audio as in Miyazaki in to Yokota because it would 
make watching the images enjoyable (see Miyazaki column14 line22-24). 

Regarding claim4, 5 and 6, Yokota teaches the data editing apparatus according 
to claim 1 , wherein the image selection means is operable to change an order of the 
plurality of image data in the second view window at will in accordance with an external 
instruction (column12 line 44-65). 

Therefore, the invention as a whole would have been prima facie obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, absent unexpected results 
to the contrary. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Girumsew Wendmagegn whose telephone number is 



i 
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571-270-1 118. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, pall 800:^^1 1% (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

^- 

lai^^ ^ GIrumsew Wendmagegn 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 



